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Rising San Antonio tech executive hopes to
corral industry where others have failed
Apr 13, 2015, 4:03pm CDT
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Tech entrepreneur Shaun Williams is hoping to pick up where other efforts have fallen short, with a
plan to bring together San Antonio’s high-tech ecosystem.

Williams, who co-chaired the recent InnoTech conference, San Antonio's largest business
technology event, is launching an effort he is calling the San Antonio Tecosystem which he wants
to pattern after both the Austin Technology Council and similar organizations around the country.
Williams said he hopes to avoid pitfalls faced by past organizations such as the San Antonio
Technology Accelerator Initiative (SATAI) and Startech — namely, by not relying too much on local
government funding.

SATAI/Startech had served as an organizational body for the local tech community for the past 10
years, but had difficulty sustaining itself after local funding ran out.
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“There are many facets to an IT community or ecosystem,” Williams said. “City Council involvement
is key because the public sector has an important role to play, but we want to set up a broad
coalition that is not supported solely by the city.”

Williams said the SA Tecosystem would serve as an advocacy organization that would help bring
together the different groups that make up San Antonio’s technology community, but which
currently operate independently of one another.
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“A lack of cohesion exists between the members of our tech community,” Williams said. “We have
the talent, the leaders, the entrepreneurs, the investors, the educators and the political sphere, but
they tend to communicate and collaborate in their own silos.”

Williams said he currently has enough seed funding from local industry groups to get the
organization off the ground, but does not plan to approach the city for support until after the
mayoral election later this summer.

“We have some statements of support, but nothing financial,” Williams said. “We haven’t asked for
it.”

Williams said he is looking for space in the downtown area to base the operation, possibly in
Southtown or at the Pearl.

Mike W. Thomas covers technology/telecom, military, finance, regulatory issues as well
as nonprofits/education.


